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Physical Development (Prime) 

Week 1: Ring Games/Remembering self-care routines 

Week 2: Outdoor area activities/managing risk 

Week 3: Moving in different ways/transporting materials 

Week 4: Experimenting with new ways of moving 

Week 5: Negotiating space changing speed/safety 

Week 6: Negotiating space changing direction/safety 

Week 7: Balancing/Favourite foods 

Week 8: Using equipment and apparatus 

Communication and Language (Prime) 

Week 1: Saying hello, our name, peers and Teachers names 

Week 2: What we enjoyed last week, following instructions 

Week 3: Talking about the different people in our families 

Week 4: Talking about where I live and my own house 

Week 5: Talking about our friends and why we like them 

Week 6: Discussing the different feelings that we can have 

Week 7: Sharing my favourite activities and interests 

Week 8: Describing how I have grown and what I can do 

  

  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (Prime) 

Week 1: Introducing our new Reception rules and routines 

Week 2: Meeting new people, playing and relationships 

Week 3: Talking and listening to others when playing  

Week 4: Gaining more confidence with others 

Week 5: Sharing and taking turns with my friends 

Week 6: Understanding how actions affect others, boundaries, keeping safe 

Week 7: Showing confidence to talk about interests, self-respect and self-worth 

Week 8: Explaining knowledge and understanding, talking about abilities 

Maths (Specific) 

Week 1: Making shape pictures, using positional language 

Week 2: Counting out an amount 

Week 3: Number recognition and ordering 

Week 4: 2D Shapes and their properties 

Week 5: Comparing amounts, more and less 

Week 6: Matching numeral to quantity 

Week 7: Measurement 

Week 8: Number recognition/ordering/missing numbers 

Literacy (Specific) Including PD FMS 

Week 1: Mark making pictures, labelling name 

Week 2: Book look and discussion 

Week 3: ‘We are Family’ (Initial sounds matching pictures) 

Week 4: ‘Peace at Last’ (Initial sounds matching pictures) 

Week 5: ‘This is our House’ (Initial sounds, CVC words) 

Week 6: ‘The Way I Feel’ (Initial sounds, CVC words) 

Week 7: ‘You Choose’ (Introduction of captions) 

Week 8: ‘Once there were Giants’ (Captions) 

Expressive Arts and Design (Specific) Including PD FMS 

Week 1: Ring games, self-portraits 

Week 2: Making craft animals 

Week 3: Making a school bag, painting a family picture  

Week 4: Building a house with different materials 

Week 5: Friendship pictures, making class paper doll chain 

Week 6: Making a weather feelings face 

Week 7: Making a interest silhouette of my interests 

Week 8: Making a book of my life so far 

Understanding the World (Specific) 

Week 1: Talking about me and my family 

Week 2: Outdoor walk, looking around the environment  

Week 3: Sharing and discussing a family photo from home, beliefs 

Week 4: Looking at pictures of houses and describing my own, local walk 

Week 5: Using technology to take pictures of my friends 

Week 6: Talking about the changes in the weather 

Week 7: Role-playing different jobs, likes and dislikes of me and my friends 

Week 8: Talking about patterns and change 

Dates of Interest for Topics 

Halloween 

  

  

Week 1 & Week 2: Baseline activities, settling in Week 3: My Family Week 4: My Home Week 5: My Friends Week 6: My Feelings Week 7: My Interests and Talents Week 8: My Life 

Weekly Topics ensure coverage of Development Matters but holistic learning will naturally cover multiple AOL throughout the Term during Child Initiated Play and Teaching in the Moment. 

Teaching in the Moment 

All of these areas will be covered during daily Continuous Provision, and 

learning will also be led by the children’s own different interests. 
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Development Matters: Understanding of the World (People & Communities, The World, Technology 40-60/ELG) 

 Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines. 

 Talk about past and present events in the lives of other family members. 

 They know about similarities and differences between themselves, others, families, communities, traditions. 

 Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

 Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. 

 They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary. 

 They make observations of animals and plants, explain why some things occur, and talk about changes. 

 Completes a simple program on a computer. 

 Uses ICT hardware to interact with age-appropriate computer software. 

 Children recognise that a range of technology is used in places such as homes and schools.  

 They select and use technology for particular purposes. 

 

 

 

My Life 
Children bring in baby pictures from home 
and share with the class. Can we guess who 
the children are from the photos? What 
things can we do now, that we couldn’t do 
before? How do we move around? What food 
can we eat now, and do we need help to do 
this, dress or go to the toilet?  

 
Encourage the children to think of these 
aspects and make a timeline of events, from 
baby to now. Make a life book, of baby pictures 
to recent ones, and ask parents to send in a 
photo of when they were a baby, or a toy they 
liked to play with. Record and display. 

 

 
My Interests and Talents 

Ask the children to think of where they like 
playing best. Why is this? Do their friends like 
playing there too? What about our favourite 
foods/clothes/programmes? Extend discussion 

to thinking about 
what we are good at 
doing, talking about 
what a talent is, 
focussing on self-
worth and personal 
value. Explain how 
we are all unique 

and whilst we can look different and like 
different things, we have to respect everyone’s 
own personal choices and feel good about 
ourselves.  

Make a list of these interests, and make an 
interest silhouette for each child for a class 
display. Can they identify each child from 
the pictures?  

 

 

My Feelings 
Ask the children, how 
am I feeling right now 
inside? Show emotional 
pictures, and discuss how 
they might be feeling in 
each of them. Can you 

remember a time when you have felt like 
these? What makes you really happy, sad, 
angry, worried etc. Link to PANTS discussion 
with Health and Self-Care/PSED/SRE focus. 

Look at the weather outside each morning 
and ask the children to describe it. Continue 
through the week, recording this. Through 
the week, ask if the weather has changed. 
Why is this? Does different weather make us 
feel differently? Model making weather charts 
to represent our own feelings. Explore the 
changing state of ice in adult focus activity,  

 

 

 

My Friends 
Ask the children to think about who my 
friends are? Do I have a best friend, or lots 
of them? Ask the children to think of their 
own friends. Have they known them a long 
time, or recently? What do I like? 

Paint friend pictures, 
make a class chain. 
Children take photos of 
themselves with their 
friends: model using 
the camera, sharing, 
downloading, printing 
and then displaying in 
class. 

My House 
As a class, look at all the different types of 
houses and homes, asking children to talk 
about their own. What are the different 
rooms in a house, and what do we do in 
them? What things are in them? What is do 
our bedrooms look like? 

Children use different 
forms of media to build 
their own houses with 
craft materials, blocks, 
natural resources or 
drawings. Explore them 
with each other, looking 
at the similarities and 
the differences in each. 

 

My Family 
Using pictures brought in from home, the 
children share and discuss the different 
members of their families with each other. Do 
we all look the same? What are the 
similarities and differences? Who has 
brothers and Sisters? Pets? Make a display in 
the Home Corner of all our families. 

Children are encouraged to represent their 
families through painting and drawing or 
building, small world or role-play. Ask if they 
go to worship in a temple and church, and if 
they know who it is they pray to. Explain that 
we can all follow different religions, or not. 

 

 

 Development Matters: Expressive Arts & Design (Exploring and using Media and Materials, Being Imaginative 40-60/ELG) 

 Explores what happens when they mix colours. 

 Experiments to create different textures. 

 Understands that different media can be combined to create new effects. 

 Manipulates materials to achieve a planned effect. 

 Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a variety of resources. 

 Uses simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately. 

 Selects appropriate resources and adapts work where necessary. 

 Selects tools and techniques needed to shape, assemble and join materials they are using. 

 Safely explore a variety of materials, tools, techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, and function. 

 Create simple representations of events, people and objects. 

 Use what they have learnt about media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes.  

 They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through art and design. 
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Autumn 1 Challenges 

 

 

Maths 

W3 Can you put the children in number order? Can you match cubes to each number? 

W4 Can you put the houses in order of smallest to biggest? What shapes can you see on the houses, can you name them? 

W5 Can you colour in the group that has more? Can you find the difference between the two groups with cubes? 

W6 Can you create shapes with lollipop sticks? Can you describe these shapes, naming and using the language of corners and sides? 

W7 Can you measure the broomsticks using cubes? Can you measure with a ruler? What else could you measure? 

W8 Can you use the guide to colour in the number picture? Can you write the numbers to 10? 

Writing 

W3 Can you choose the correct initial sounds for the pictures? Can you write down any of the sounds by yourself? 

W4 Can you draw a picture of what you remember from the story? Can you label any of what you have drawn with a sound? 

W5 Can you draw a picture of your friends? Can you try and write their names, or what they like to do? 

W6 Can you write or match the initial sounds for the words? Can you write or use the sounds to make the words? 

W7 Can you choose and draw your favourite Halloween character? Can you label it with a sound, word, caption or sentence? 

W8 Can you hear and write down the initial sounds in the words? Can you hear the other sounds in the words and write them? 

Reading 

W3 Can you find a story about a family? What is your favourite? Can you discuss the characters? Can you find any letter sounds? 

W4 Can you find a story about houese or bears and talk about it? Can you see any sounds you recognise? 

W5 Can you share a story with your friends? Can you read any words? Can you find our red word? 

W6 Can you look at the pictures and answer the questions? Can you think of a question to ask your friend about the pictures? 

W7 Can you read the words and match to the correct pictures? Can you match the words that sound the same? 

W8 Can you look at the picture and identify the initial sound? Can you think of a word that begins with the other sound? 

Craft 

W3 Can you cut out and stick the objects into the bag? Can you explain why we need to be careful when using scissors? 

W4 Can you use craft materials to create a picture of a house? How many different materials can you use to make your house? 

W5 Can you make a friendship bracelet? Can you use a different material to make your bracelet? 

W6 Can you make a face to show different types of feelings? Can you describe a time when you have felt happy, sad, excited etc. 

W7 Can you make a cone character by yourself, or by asking for help? Can you name and describe the properties of this shape? 

W8 Can you make a craft photo frame for a photo of yourself? Can you cut out the inside piece yourself? 

Construction Area 

W3 Can you build a vehicle to transport you to school? How many people can fit? Who are they? Where else do you go in the car? 

W4 Can you make a house using the blocks? Can you make a table, chairs and beds for the bears? 

W5 Can you build a house for the people to fit in? Look at your friends house, can they have more or less? 

W6 Can you build a bridge for the cars to travel under? Can you use it with your road structure? 

W7 Can you choose an instructional card to build a model? Did you choose the same as your friends? How is it different? 

W8 What numbers can you make with the construction pieces? Can you put two numbers together to make a new number? 

Small World Area 

W3 Can you build a house for your family to live in? What shapes have you used? What does your house look like, who lives there? 

W4 Can you use the characters and puppets to act out a bear story? Can you think of other characters you could introduce? 

W5 Can you sort the animals and other figures into different groups? Which group has more and less when you compare them? 

W6 Can you make a road for the cars to travel along? Can you make some road signs to add to your roads? 

W7 Can you make three different sized houses for the figures? Can you arrange the houses by size? 

W8 Can you arrange a family scene with the small world figures? Can you role-play a narrative with the figures? 

Home Corner 

W3 Can you pack a lunch for school? Which foods are healthy and which foods are unhealthy? 

W4 Can you make a clock to put in the Home Corner? What time do you have to go to bed? What do you have to do before you go? 

W5 Can you make and go on a picnic with your friends? Can you invite someone to play that you don’t know yet? 

W6 Can you complete the grid to show your likes and dislikes? Compare grids with your friends; are they the same likes/dislikes? 

W7 Can you choose an outfit to wear and role-play that job?  Can you work alongside your friends in their jobs? 

W8 Can you make a list of what a baby needs? Can you role-play looking after the baby? 

Investigation Area 

W3 Can you experiment with the magnets? Can you sort the objects the magnets stick to and the objects that don’t? 

W4 Can you use the paint programme on the iPad to draw a house? Can you use the iPad to print your picture? 

W5 Can you take a photo of you and your friends with the iPad? What differences can you see between you and your friends? 

W6 Can you make a chart throughout the week that shows the weather? What clothes would you wear in different weather? 

W7 Can you choose different objects to test for heaviest/lightest? Can you make two different sets of objects balance? 

W8 Can you cut out and order the families in order of their age? Can you talk about your own families with your friends? 

Zone 1 

W3 Can you build a home with the big blocks? How many people could fit in? 

W4 Can you paint, draw, build or make a house? How is your picture or model different to your friends? 

W5 Can you make your own paper doll to make a class chain? Can you write your name by yourself? 

W6 Can you make a spiderweb using different materials? Can you make a spider puppet? Can you sing Incy Wincy Spider? 

W7 Can you make your own tissue paper ghost? Can you explain the instructions to another person? 

W8 Can you make a number paper chain to 5? Can you extend your chain to 10, or to 20? 

Zone 2 

W3 Use the paints to create a picture of your family. What is similar/different? What is happening in the picture? 

W4 Can you use different coloured paints to create a painting of a snail? What happens when the colours mix? 

W5 Can you make an autumn tree handprint? Can you describe how you made your tree handprint? 

W6 Can you use the 2D shapes to create an Autumn tree scene? What might the trees look like in Spring, Summer or Winter? 

W7 Can you cut out facial features to decorate your own pumpkin? Can you cut out the trickier pieces by yourself? 

W8  

Zone 3 

W3 Can you make the bottles empty, half-empty and full? Can you discuss the bottles in order of capacity? 

W4 Can you test different objects to see which will sink and float? Can you work together to predict if an object will sink or float? 

W5 Can you experiment with putting different amounts in containers? Which of the containers hold more, and which less? 

W6 Can you estimate how many cups of water/sand it will take to fill a bucket/measuring cylinder? Was your estimation correct? 

W7 Can you fix the guttering together to make the water travel? How could you make the water travel faster? 

W8 Can you estimate how many objects you can fit in the containers? Can you get your estimation amount exactly right? 

Zone 4 

W3 Can you balance across the wooden snake? Who could you ask for help? Can you act out a narrative on the pirate ship?  

W4 Can you make a natural material collage animal? Can you describe what materials you used for the parts of your animal? 

W5 Can you make an autumnal face with natural materials? Can you make a happy, sad, excited or shocked face? 

W6 Can you use natural materials to make a self-portrait? Can you describe the different materials you have used? 

W7 Can you make a witches broomstick with natural materials? How can you fasten the pieces together? Can you take a photo? 

W8  

Zone 5 

W3 Can you balance and walk on the stilts? How many steps can you take without faling? What is one more than that number? 

W4 How many ways can you find to move across the playground? Could you have a running, jumping, skipping or hopping race? 

W5 Can you throw, catch and kick a ball to your friends? How far can you catch a ball from your friend? 

W6 Can you move in and out of the cones using different movements? Can you use a ball and travel in and out of the cones? 

W7 Can you complete an obstacle course? How fast can you complete the course? Can you time yourself? 

W8 Can you use the chalks to make and play a game of hopscotch? Can you recognise and jump to the numbers in the game? 

Zone 6 

W3 Can you make your family some food in the mud kitchen? What food are you making? Is it healthy or unhealthy? 

W4 Can you work as a team to tidy the Garden Area? What should you remember to do when you return inside? Why? 

W5 Can you observe any new mini beasts in the Bug Hotel? Can you draw a picture of the minibeast in class? 

W6 Use the iPad to take tree pictures. Collect different coloured, shaped leaves. Can you make a collage with both of them? 

W7 Can you make a witches potion in the mud kitchen? What does the potion do? What materials can you find? 

W8  

 


